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Views the entire spectrum of life in Russia since the ninth century, with emphasis on political
and economic developments

Nicholas V. Riasanovsky, Sidnhey Hellman Ehrman Professor of European History, University
of Cdlifornia, Berkeley.'| have used Riasanovsky's History of Russia for over 25 years in my
Russian History classes. Although | have experimented with other texts, | have always
returned to Riasanovsky for its excellent narrative, balance and objectivity. It is excellent.”--
Carl H. Wilson. Saint John's Prep School

‘Best one-volume history of Russia available in English."--Robert H. Hewsen, Rowan
University

“The only choice in a one-volume history of Russia."--Scott W. Palmer, Western llinois
University

"Very scholarly and thorough, like earlier editions."--Gregory Sandford, Principia College

"The value of this text lies not only in its unstinting accuracy and wide scope, but dlso its
remarkable flexibility. Its judicious and economical approach to a wide variety of themes in
Russian history make it suitable for adoption for any number of courses on the subject.’--
W. Arthur McKee, American University

"A well balanced text, eminently readable for undergraduates. It also includes recent
materials (i.e.. from the Gorbachev and Yeltsin eras)."--Emmett A. Shea, Worcester State
College

‘It does everything that an excellent textbook should, challenging the student-reader to
think about complex historical situations while at the same time making that complexity
manageable.”--Robert S. Babcock, Hastings College

Other Books

The Great Globe lItself, In 1946, Wiliom Bullitt, the first US. Ambassador to the Soviet Union,
U.S. Ambassador to France at the outbreak of the Second World War, and onetime close
adyvisor to FDR, wrote the first book-length, comprehensive analysis of the emerging Cold
War between the United States and the Soviet Union. During the war, as the book's new
introduction by Francis P. Sempa points out, Bullitt had repeatedly urged President
Roosevelt to wage war with a view toward the postwar balance of power. Bullitt recounted
in this volume how the United States missed opportunities to block Soviet geopolitical gains
during the war due to a fundamental misreading of the nature of the Soviet political
system. Bullitt wrote The Great Globe Itself from the perspective of a key advisor to
President Roosevelt who evolved into a strident critic of the president’s wartime diplomacy
toward the Soviet Union. When Soviet Russia became a wartime ally of the United States,
Bullitt understood that the dliance would last only until the common enemy (Hitler's
Germany) was defeated Bulitt's discussion and analysis of fundamental global geopolitical
redlities and his prudent counsel to couple diplomacy with force in international relations
are as relevant today as when he wrote the book, nearly sixty years ago.

. Parties outside the Soviet Union which call themselves Communist are obliged to
adhere to the Stalin version of the Communist creed and obey orders from Moscow, under
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pendalty .. 5Sir Bernard Pares, A History of Russia, 4th edition. p."
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