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Discusses the achievements of the founder of analytical psychology, his professional 
relationship with Sigmund Freud, the widespread support for his ideas, and accusations 
that he was anti-Semitic and guilty of falsifying data.
Deirdre Bair has been a literary journalist and university professor of comparative literature 
and culture. She has held fellowships from the Guggenheim and Rockefeller foundations, 
the Bunting Institute of Radcliffe College, and the C. G. Jung Foundation of New York. She 
lives in Connecticut.Jung's shade would be content with Bair's biography, which in bulk and 
detail suggests that there is little more to say. Lucid and persuasive, the National Book 
Award-winning biographer of Beckett strikes a balance between damage control and 
deification, for Jung's ambition, arrogance and lack of generosity tend now to obscure his 
originality as a thinker and his impact on theories about why we dream and how we think. 
While Bair provides perhaps more about almost every aspect of his youth, maturity, 
rivalries, renown and old age than we care to know, it takes an author's note and two long 
endnotes to realize how much censorship the Jung heirs still insist upon. Bair was, for 
example, denied access to the diaries of Jung and his mother, which were deemed "too 
private," and to the thousand letters between Jung and his devoted (yet mistreated) wife. 
Even so, through interviews, published documentation and the papers released to her, Bair 
has evoked the man in all his cynical self-interest, opportunism, moral ambiguity, 
paradoxical insecurity and charismatic hold on decades of disciples. How much a 
purported Swiss temperament of suspicion, exclusiveness and obsession with ancestral 
status influenced Jung's development is a fascinating thread winding through Bair's 
narrative, affecting his personal and professional relations. Freud, father figure and then 
foe, comes off badly as ambitious, arrogant, single-minded and vengeful. Bair's Jung is no 
saint, but he is less unpleasant and exploitative here than as portrayed in Frank McLynn's 
1997 biography. The large hole in this large book is not biographical. Jung's significance has 
much to do with his theories of archetypes and the related power of the collective 
unconscious. One finishes the book without much explanation of either. 32 pages of b&w 
photos. 
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.
Other Books
Metaphors of Self, James Olney examines the writings of seven men--Montaigne, Jung, 
George Fox, Darwin, Newman, Mills, and Eliot--and traces the essential and unique 
autobiographical impulse, and in a real sense makes it live. Originally published in 1972. The 
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make 
available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton 
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while 
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton 
Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the 
thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
�����. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting 
them in durable paperback and hardcover editions."
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