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What happens when the most beautiful girl in the world marries the handsomest prince of 
all time and he turns out to be...well...a lot less than the man of her dreams?

As a boy, William Goldman claims, he loved to hear his father read the "S. Morgenstern 
classic, The Princess Bride. But as a grown-up he discovered that the boring parts were 
left out of good old Dad's recitation, and only the "good parts" reached his ears.

Now Goldman does Dad one better. He's reconstructed the "Good Parts Version" to delight 
wise kids and wide-eyed grownups everywhere.

What's it about? Fencing. Fighting. True Love. Strong Hate. Harsh Revenge. A Few Giants. 
Lots of Bad Men. Lots of Good Men. Five or Six Beautiful Women. Beasties Monstrous and 
Gentle. Some Swell Escapes and Captures. Death, Lies, Truth, Miracles, and a Little Sex.

In short, it's about everything.

Eventually to be adapted for the silver screen, THE PRINCESS BRIDE was originally a 
beautifully simple, insightfully comic story of what happens when the most beautiful girl in 
the world marries the handsomest prince in the world--and he turnsout to be a son of a 
bitch. Guaranteed to entertain both young and old alike by combining scenes of rowsing 
fantasy with hilarious reality, THE PRINCESS BRIDE secures Goldman's place as a master 
storyteller.
From the Paperback edition.
The Princess Bride is a true fantasy classic. William Goldman describes it as a "good parts 
version" of "S. Morgenstern's Classic Tale of True Love and High Adventure." Morgenstern's 
original was filled with details of Florinese history, court etiquette, and Mrs. Morgenstern's 
mostly complimentary views of the text. Much admired by academics, the "Classic Tale" 
nonetheless obscured what Mr. Goldman feels is a story that has everything: "Fencing. 
Fighting. Torture. Poison. True love. Hate. Revenge. Giants. Hunters. Bad men. Good men. 
Beautifulest ladies. Snakes. Spiders. Beasts of all natures and descriptions. Pain. Death. 
Brave men. Coward men. Strongest men. Chases. Escapes. Lies. Truths. Passion. Miracles." 
 Goldman frames the fairy tale with an "autobiographical" story: his father, who came from 
Florin, abridged the book as he read it to his son. Now, Goldman is publishing an abridged 
version, interspersed with comments on the parts he cut out. 
 
 Is The Princess Bride a critique of classics like Ivanhoe and The Three Musketeers, that 
smother a ripping yarn under elaborate prose? A wry look at the differences between fairy 
tales and real life? Simply a funny, frenetic adventure? No matter how you read it, you'll put 
it on your "keeper" shelf. --Nona Vero
Believe it or not, my future husband used this book to win my hand. I think giving it to me as 
a gift was his way of proving that he is a hopeless romantic, since the book is so 
wonderfully hopelessly romantic. So far, he's lived up to it! If you've only seen the movie, but 
love it, then you should definitely read the book. Also look for the 25th Anniversary (yes, it's 
really been that long) edition this Christmas--it includes the first chapter of the 
forthcoming sequel, Buttercup's Baby. 
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