Download Book Ethnographic Sorcery BY West, Harry G.

Ethnographic Sorcery

To Download this book in many format Visit :

https://wocoentala.org/sourcel/el2bdcb9aca’4db75a0c2b0c57602¢c80

Page: Tof 2 : https://wocoentala.org/sourcel/e12bdcb9aca’4db75a0c2b0c57602c80





Download Book Ethnographic Sorcery BY West, Harry G.

According to the people of the Mueda plateau in northern Mozambique, sorcerers remake
the world by asserting the authority of their own imaginative visions of it. While conducting
research among these Muedans, anthropologist Harry G. West made a revealing discovery-
for many of them, West's efforts to elaborate an ethnographic vision of their world was
itself a form of sorcery. In Ethnographic Sorcery, West explores the fascinating issues
provoked by this equation.

A key theme of West's research into sorcery is that one sorcerer's claims can be
challenged or reversed by other sorcerers. After West's attempt to construct a
metaphorical interpretation of Muedan assertions that the lions prowling their vilages are
fabricated by sorcerers is disputed by his Muedan research collaborators, West realized
that ethnography and sorcery indeed have much in common. Rather than abandoning
ethnography. West draws inspiration from this connection, arguing that anthropologists,
along with the people they study, can scarcely avoid interpreting the world they inhabit,
and that we are all. inescapably. ethnographic sorcerers.

Harry G. West is lecturer in social anthropology at the School of Oriental and African
Studies of the University of London and the author ofKupilikula: Governance and the
Invisible Realm in Mueda. Mozambique, also published by the University of Chicago Press.
"At its core, this very significant book is a meditation on how to understand discourses on
and around sorcery on the Mueda plateau in Mozambique. Here, Harry West is concerned
with the question of how Muedans use sorcery discourse, both 'to speak about the world
and to act within it." | found this book consistently fascinating, subtle, and deeply grounded
in local understandings of a complex and ambiguous world and in anthropological theory.”
- Donald Brenneis, University of Cdlifornia, Santa Cruz”

Other Books

Mobile Secrets, Introduction: living. not merely surviving -- The communication landscape --
Display and disguise -- Crime and carelessness -- Love and deceit -- Sex and money --
Truth and willful blindness -- Conclusion: mobile phones and the demands of intimacy

. "Partial Theories: On Gossip. Envy and Ethnography in the Andes.” Ethnography
4(4): 491-519. .. Body and Soul: Ethnographic Notebooks of an Apprentice-Boxer. New York:
Oxford University Press. Webster, David. ... Ethnographic Sorcery "

Page: 2 of 2 : https://wocoentala.org/sourcel/el2bdcb9aca’4db75a0c2b0c57602c80



