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The Grene and Lattimore edition of the Greek tragedies has been among the most widely 
acclaimed and successful publications of the University of Chicago Press. On the occasion 
of the Centennial of the University of Chicago and its Press, we take pleasure in reissuing 
this complete work in a handsome four-volume slipcased edition as well as in redesigned 
versions of the familiar paperbacks.

For the Centennial Edition two of the original translations have been replaced. In the 
original publication David Grene translated only one of the three Theban plays, Oedipus 
the King. Now he has added his own translations of the remaining two, Oedipus at Colonus 
and Antigone, thus bringing a new unity of tone and style to this group. Grene has also 
revised his earlier translation of Prometheus Bound and rendered some of the former 
prose sections in verse. These new translations replace the originals included in the 
paperback volumes Sophocles I (which contains all three Theban plays), Aeschylus II, Greek 
Tragedies, Volume I, and Greek Tragedies, Volume III, all of which are now being published in 
second editions.

All other volumes contain the translations of the tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and 
Euripides for the most part from the original versions first published in the 1940s and 1950s. 
These translations have been the choice of generations of teachers and students, selling 
in the past forty years over three million copies.

David Grene (1913-2002) taught classics for many years at the University of Chicago. He 
was a founding member of the Committee on Social Thought and coedited the University 
of Chicago Press's prestigious series The Complete Greek Tragedies.

Other Books
Aeschylus, An extraordinary drama of flight and rescue arising from women's resistance to 
marriage, The Suppliants is surprising both for its exotic color and for its forceful enactment 
of the primal struggle between male and female, lust and terror, brutality and cunning. In 
his translation of this ancient Greek drama, Peter Burian introduces a new generation of 
readers to a powerful work of Aeschylus' later years. He conveys the strength and daring 
of Aeschylus' language in the idiom of our own time, while respecting what is essentially 
classical in this dramatist's art: the rigor of the formal constraint with which he compresses 
high emotion to the bursting point. The Suppliants, which is the first and only surviving part 
of a trilogy, does not conform to our expectations of Greek drama in that it has neither 
hero, nor downfall, nor tragic conclusion. Instead the play portrays unresolved conflicts of 
sexuality, love, and emotional maturity. These distinctly modern themes come alive in a 
translation that re-creates the psychological immediacy as well as the dramatic tension of 
this ancient work. Originally published in 1991. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest 
print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from 
the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original 
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover 
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich 
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press 
since its founding in 1905.
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them in durable paperback and hardcover editions."
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