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The masterpiece of Nobel Prize winner Sinclair Lewis

A Penguin Classic

 George F. Babbitt, a conniving, prosperous real estate man from Zenith, Ohio, revels in his 
popularity, his success, and, especially, in the material rewards they bring. He bullies his wife, 
flirts with other women, and patronizes the less successful. But when his best friend is sent 
to prison for killing his wife, Babbitt's middle-class complacency is shattered, and he rebels, 
seeking a more "meaningful" life. His small revolt is quickly defeated, however, by public 
opinion and his own need for acceptance. Babbitt captures the flavor of America during 
the economic boom years of the 1920's, and its protagonist has become the symbol of 
middle-class mediocrity, his name an enduring part of the American lexicon.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in 
the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a 
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. 
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and 
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date 
translations by award-winning translators.
In the fall of 1920, Sinclair Lewis began a novel set in a fast-growing city with the heart and 
mind of a small town. For the center of his cutting satire of American business he created 
the bustling, shallow, and myopic George F. Babbitt, the epitome of middle-class 
mediocrity. The novel cemented Lewis's prominence as a social commentator. 
Babbitt basks in his pedestrian success and the popularity it has brought him. He demands 
high moral standards from those around him while flirting with women, and he yearns to 
have rich friends while shunning those less fortunate than he. But Babbitt's secure 
complacency is shattered when his best friend is sent to prison, and he struggles to find 
meaning in his hollow life. He revolts, but finds that his former routine is not so easily thrown 
over.George E. Babbitt, a conniving, prosperous real estate man from Zenith, Ohio, revels in 
his popularity, his success, and, especially, in the material rewards they bring. He bullies his 
wife, flirts with other women, and patronizes the less successful. But when his best friend is 
sent to prison for killing his wife, Babbitt's middle-class complacency is shattered, and he 
rebels, seeking a more "meaningful" life. His small revolt is quickly defeated, however, by 
public opinion and his own need for acceptance. Babbitt captures the flavor of America 
during the economic boom years of the 1920s, and its protagonist has become the symbol 
of middle-class mediocrity, his name an enduring part of the American lexicon.
Other Books
The Complete Idiot's Guide Music Dictionary, A musician's vocabulary needs more than Do, 
Re, Mi... Written in clear, concise, easy-to-understand language, The Complete Idiot's 
Guide® Music Dictionary covers a multitude of musical aspects indispensable to any 
musician. Author and music professor Stanford Felix has compiled the most commonly 
found terms and explains them in a way that even the most novice musician can 
comprehend. ?The only dictionary geared toward the beginner musician ?Gives clear, 
concise definitions of terms, theories, and instruments, as well as important works, 
musicians, and composers
�����. Essential Dictionary of Orchestration (The Essential Dictionary  Series ). ...  Wyatt ,  
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Keith , and  Carl Schroeder . ...  Harmony  and  Theory : A Comprehensive Source for All 
Musicians ( Essential Concepts - Musicians Institute )."
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