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It was only a matter of time before Terry Pratchett would win the minds and hearts of
America. Already a worldwide sensation and Great Britain's indisputable number one
author, this intellectually audacious and effortlessly hilarious writer sold more hardcover
books in the United Kingdom during the previous decade than any other living novelist. His
novels have reigned supreme on English bestseller lists since before the Iron Lady left
Downing Street, and though some things have changed since then, Pratchett, thankfully,
continues to pen insightfully irreverent tales set in a world a lot like our own -- only different.

Celebrated as one of the keenest practitioners of satire and parody at work today --
alongside Kurt Vonnegut, Douglas Adams, and Carl Hiaasen -- Terry Pratchett commands
a loyal and ever-increasing number of readers and appreciative critics from coast to coast
in our own country. As he skewers all aspects of modern life -- and especially our sacred
cows -- Pratchett makes us laugh and challenges us to think. And he's at his sharpest,
most uproarious best in Thief of Time.

Everybody wants more time, which is why on Discworld its management is entrusted to the
experts: the venerable Monks of History, who store it and pump it from where it's wasted,
like underwater (after al. how much time does a codfish really need?) to places like cities,
where harried citizens are forever lamenting. "“Oh where does the time go?’

And while everyone always talks about slowing down, one clever soul is about to stop. Stop
time. that is. For good. Going against everything known (and the nine tenths of everything
that remains unknown). a young horologist has been commissioned to build the world's first
truly accurate clock. It falls to History Monk Lu-Tze and his apprentice Lobsang Ludd to find
the timepiece and stop it before it starts. For if the Perfect Clock starts ticking. Time -- as
we know it -- will stop. And then the trouble will really begin.

A superb send-up of science and philosophy. religion and death (after all isn't that where
time stops. for most of us, anyway?). and a host of other timely topics, Thief of Time
provides the perfect opportunity to kick back and unwind. So don't put off till tomorrow
what you could do today. Read Thief of Time. Right this minute. Because tomorrow may
not come. (Youll have to read the book to find out why. This is a Terry Pratchett novel,
after all.)

Tick ...

If you were helpless with laughter over Shanghai Noon, enjoy satirical British humor and
terrible puns, or just need your Pratchett fix, grab this book. Unfamiliar with Terry Pratchett
and his Discworld series? It's time to discover one of the funniest, most literate, and most
thought-provoking authors writing today.

The Monks of History live in a Tibetan sort of area known as “enlightenment country.” Their
job: "to see that tomorrow happens at all.” A mysterious Lady wants time-obsessed
Jeremy Clockson to build a totally accurate glass clock. It will trap time and stop it.
eliminating humanity's irritating unpredictability. This would make the Auditors, who observe
the universe and enforce the rules governing it. very happy. It would also put Death out of
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a job. which the Grim Reaper isn't happy about. Fortunately. the History Monks have
encountered this situation before; in fact, Lu Tze, the Sweeper, has personally dealt with it
before. Even better, he has a new, gifted apprentice, Lobsang Ludd, the "thief of time." This
time. they'll stop trouble before it can start! To add chaos to the mix, there's the Fifth
Horseman of the Apocalypse--the one who quit before they became famous.

Although there are 25 other Discworld novels and many of the characters appeared first
in previous books, you don't need to have read even one to enjoy The Thief of Time. (If
you'e the sort of reader who hates to miss any references, you might want to track down a
copy of The Discworld Companion.) As a bonus, this book is a painless introduction to what
quantum physics says about the nature of time. --Nona Vero

‘In a better world he would be acclaimed as a great writer rather than a merely successful
one&#x2026:This is the best Pratchett 've read&#x2026:0ught to be a strong contender
for the Booker prize." - Charles Spencer, Sunday Telegraph

"‘Reads with all the polished fluency and sure-footed pacing that have become Pratchett’'s
hallmarks over the years.” - Peter Ingham, Times on Saturday

"Terry Pratchett is one of the great inventors of secondary - or imaginative or alternative -
worlds. He is not derivative. He is too strong&#x2026:He has the real energy of the primary
storyteller.” - AS. Byatt, The Times

"The unique selling point of the Discworld novels is their irony, dlied to lashings of broad
pantomime humour." - TES

"Fans look to him for briliantly funny diclogue, high peaks of imagination and a sense of
participating in events which are strange, yet filled with everyday occurrences - the redl
world in disguise.” - The Times
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