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Sage, storyteller, and wit, Washington Irving created such staples of American fiction as 
the stories "Rip Van Winkle" and "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow." He earned his preeminence 
in early American literature with the masterpieces in miniature collected here: dozens of 
stories, travel essays, biographical discourses, and literary musings. "His influence on 
American writers is unquestioned," wrote Edgar Allan Poe, and his stories have proved as 
enduring as the Catskill Mountains the author immortalized.

"Exceptional talent....I am one of his most ardent admirers. I admired Mr. Irving's work so 
much, in fact, that I gave it the ultimate praise; I "borrowed it.'"-Edgar Allan Poe
 
With an Introduction by Wayne Franklin
Founded in 1906 by J.M. Dent, the Everyman Library has always tried to make the best 
books ever written available to the greatest number of people at the lowest possible price. 
Unique editorial features that help Everyman Paperback Classics stand out from the 
crowd include: a leading scholar or literary critic's introduction to the text, a biography of 
the author, a chronology of her or his life and times, a historical selection of criticism, and a 
concise plot summary. All books published since 1993 have also been completely restyled: 
all type has been reset, to offer a clarity and ease of reading unique among editions of the 
classics; a vibrant, full-color cover design now complements these great texts with beautiful 
contemporary works of art. But the best feature must be Everyman's uniquely low price. 
Each Everyman title offers these extensive materials at a price that competes with the 
most inexpensive editions on the market-but Everyman Paperbacks have durable binding, 
quality paper, and the highest editorial and scholarly standards.I stepped upon the land of 
my forefathers - but felt than I was a stranger in the land. With these words, Washington 
Irving expresses the dilemma of every American artist in the nineteenth century. The 
Sketch Book (1820-1) looks simultaneously towards audiences on both sides of the Atlantic, 
as Irving explores the uneasy relationship of an American writer to English literary traditions. 
He sketches a series of encounters with the cultural shrines of the parent nation, and in two 
brilliant experiments with tales transplanted from Europe creates the first classic American 
short stories, 'Rip Van Winkle' and 'The Legend of the Sleepy Hollow'. Based on Irving's final 
revision of his most popular work, this new edition includes comprehensive explanatory 
notes of The Sketch-Book's sources for the modern reader. In her introduction, Susan 
Manning suggests that the author forged a new idiom, the 'Literary Picturesque', to 
accommodate and turn to advantage his dilemma of dual literary allegiances.
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