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Special features make Etz Hayim meaningful for lay and clergy alike: 
- Essays on key themes by prominent Conservative movement rabbis and scholars
- Separate p'shat and d'rash commentary themes, showing two approaches to interpreting 
the Torah: 
The p'shat commentary, adapted from the JPS Torah Commentary and edited by Chaim 
Potok, seeks to explain the basic meaning of the text.
The d'rash commentary, edited by Harold Kushner, selects insights from over 2,000 years 
of Torah study, including passages from the Talmud and Midrash, the teachings of the 
Sages, comments by Rashi, homiletic and psychological insights by Hasidic teachers, and 
readings by contemporary rabbis and scholars, including women's voices.
- The haftarot commentary, edited by Michael Fishbane and drawn from his JPS Bible 
Commentary: Haftarot, explains the supplemental readings from the Prophets (Nevi'im), 
which accompany each weekly Sabbath reading.
- Highlights of traditional readings for Sephardic and Ashkenazic communities including the 
special section halakhah l'ma-aseh, which indicates where Jewish laws are based on 
biblical passages. Also, blessings for the Torah and haftarot, full-color maps, glossary, 
timeline of biblical events, and indexes.
The first new Torah commentary for Conservative Judaism in over 70 years, Etz Hayim: 
Torah and Commentary, boasts an all-star editorial cast. Harold Kushner's d'rash 
(interpretive commentary) explores the importance of social justice in Judaism, while Chaim 
Potok's contributions attempt to ground the Torah historically by ascertaining its meaning 
to the ancient Israelites. A special section edited by Elliot Dorff and Susan Grossman 
investigates the Jewish legal tradition and its foundations in the Torah; biblical scholar 
Michael Fishbane offers commentary on the haftarah (Torah portions to be read in the 
synagogue throughout the year). This commentary is a monumental achievement, 
incorporating recent archaeological findings, textual interpretations and (for the first time) 
the opinions of female rabbis. 
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"It is wonderful to have a humash that reflects the vitality of a passionate, full-bodied 
Judaism. This is a humash for the heart, mind, and soul."
Other Books
Tsav (Leviticus 6:1-8:36) and Haftarah (Jeremiah 7:21-8:3; 9:22-23), Tsav (Leviticus 6:1-8:36) 
and Haftarah (Jeremiah 7:21-8:3; 9:22-23): The JPS B’nai Mitzvah Torah Commentary shows 
teens in their own language how Torah addresses the issues in their world. The 
conversational tone is inviting and dignified, concise and substantial, direct and informative. 
Each pamphlet includes a general introduction, two model divrei Torah on the weekly Torah 
portion, and one model davar Torah on the weekly Haftarah portion. Jewish learning—for 
young people and adults—will never be the same. The complete set of weekly portions is 
available in Rabbi Jeffrey K. Salkin’s book The JPS B’nai Mitzvah Torah Commentary (JPS, 
2017).
�����. The JPS B'nai Mitzvah Torah Commentary Jeffrey K. Salkin ... in the Conservative 
movement's  Etz Hayim :  Torah and Commentary ; in the Reform movement's Torah: A 
Modern Commentary; and in other Bible commentaries and study guides."
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