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It is 1945, and courageous ten-year-old Sookan and her family must endure the cruelties of 
the Japanese military occupying Korea.  Police captain Narita does his best to destroy 
everything of value to the family, but he cannot break their spirit.  Sookan's father is with 
the resistance movement in Manchuria and her older brothers have been sent away to 
labor camps.  Her mother is forced to supervise a sock factory and Sookan herself must 
wear a uniform and attend a Japanese school.
Then the war ends.  Out come the colorful Korean silks and bags of white rice.  But 
Communist Russian troops have taken control of North Korea and once again the family is 
suppressed.  Sookan and her family know their only hope for freedom lies in a dangerous 
escape to Americancontrolled South Korea.
Here is the incredible story of one family's love for each other and their determination to 
risk everything to find freedom.
Sook Nyul Choi was born in Pyongyang, North Korea. As a young refugee during the 
Korean War, Choi learned to face injustice and cruelty with courage and determination. 
Choi's novels, which are based upon her own experiences, have enriched the lives of young 
people all over the world.Choi emigrated to the Unites States to pursue her college 
education. She graduated from Manhattanville College in 1962. Except for a brief period 
during which she worked in the business world, she taught in public and parochial schools in 
New York and Massachusetts for 20 years while raising her two daughters. Sook Nyul Choi 
is the author of Year of Impossible Goodbyes, a novel about 10-year-old Sookan and her 
life in Korea during the aftermath of World War II. It has been translated into Korean, French, 
Italian, and Japanese. It is an ALA Notable Book and has received many other honors as 
well.Choi also wrote Echoes of the White Giraffe, a sequel to Year of Impossible Goodbyes. 
Sookan, again the main character, is now 15 and a refugee growing up amidst the sorrows 
of the Korean War. Her story brings to life the time, place, and intense emotions of a 
people surrounded by turmoil and tragedy.A moving fictionalized account of Choi's last 
months as a child in Pyongyang under the brutal Japanese rule that oppressed Korea for 
more than 30 years before 1945, and her harrowing escape with her seven-year-old 
brother south across the 38th parallel. Choi describes the Japanese persecution in an 
even tone that makes it even more chilling: deliberate destruction of everything of value or 
beauty, even Grandfather's favorite pine tree; interdiction of religions other than Shinto and 
of the Korean language; indoctrination of children; systematic starving of the population; 
the forcing of young women to serve as ``spirit girls'' for the Japanese troops' pleasure. 
Despite all, Choi's family preserved dignity, familial love, and loyalty to their heritage. When 
the Russians arrived (not the hoped-for Americans), they proved less vicious but even 
more effective propagandists than the Japanese. Choi's father, who had spent the war in 
Manchuria, arranged an escape that was partially successful, even though their guide 
turned out to be a double agent: the two children, who had already demonstrated their 
intelligence and mettle, made their way on their own after their mother was detained 
(miraculously, she joined them later); other relatives left behind to cover for them were 
executed in retribution. A vividly written, compellingly authentic story that complements 
Yoko Watkins's fine So Far from the Bamboo Grove (1986), which details a Japanese 
family's suffering en route from Korea to Japan during the same period. (Fiction. 11+) -- 
Copyright �1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
Other Books
Let's Hear It for the Girls, "Bravo! They've given adults and young girls a much-needed 
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treasure map of heroines and 'she-roes'...It blazes an important path in the forest of 
children's literature."—Jim Trelease.
�����. The  Secret  of Roan Inish (also titled The  Secret  of  Ron Mor Skerry ),  Rosalie K .  
Fry , 1985, Ireland, FANTASY, 89 pages TheSecret of RoanInishtakes us to an Irish world of 
islands and seals, myths and belief, old ways and new."
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