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‘Literary critics make natural detectives,” says Maud Bailey. heroine of a mystery where the
clues lurk in university libraries, old letters, and dusty journals. Together with Roland Michell,
a fellow academic and accidental sleuth, Maud discovers a love affair between the two
Victorian writers the pair has dedicated their lives to studying: Randolph Ash. a literary
great long assumed to be a devoted and faithful husband, and Christabel La Motte, a
lesser-known "fairy poetess” and chaste spinster. At first, Roland and Maud's discovery
threatens only to alter the direction of their research, but as they unearth the truth about
the long-forgotten romance, their involvement becomes increasingly urgent and personal.
Desperately concealing their purpose from competing researchers, they embark on a
journey that pulls each of them from solitude and loneliness, challenges the most basic
assumptions they hold about themselves, and uncovers their unique entitlement to the
secret of Ash and La Motte's passion.

Winner of the 1990 Booker Prize--the UK''s highest literary award--Possession is a
gripping and compulsively readable novel. A'S. Byatt exquisitely renders a setting rich in
detail and texture. Her lush imagery weaves together the dual worlds that appear
throughout the novel--the worlds of the mind and the senses, of male and female, of
darkness and light. of truth and imagination--into an enchanted and unforgettable tale of
love and intrigue. --Lisa Whipple

‘Byatt is the most formidably equipped of contemporary novelists. ... The great merit of
[her] writing . . . is that it continually engages the reader's mind.”

--The Daily Telegraph

"This cerebral extravaganza of a story zigzags with unembarrassed zest across an
imaginative terrain bristling with symbolism and symmetries, shimmering with myth and
legend. and haunted everywhere by presences of the past. . .. Possession is eloquent
about the intense pleasures of reading. And., with sumptuous artistry, it provides a feast of
them.”

- The Sunday Times (London)

Other Books

The Science of Spirit Possession (2nd Edition), Spirit possession, attachment, poltergeist
activity and the negative impact of obsession, infestation and harassment on
psychological health, together with the methods of dealing with it, are contemporary issues
that demand serious scientific research and academic study. Essential reading for anyone
who is presented with the problem of identifying and dealing with negative spirit influence,
whether they are a health professional, a service user or aresearch scientist, this book
presents a complementary approach that is built upon the theoretical concepts and
experimental methods of Frederic Myers, together with modern research findings in
quantum theory and neuro-imaging.

. Essential reading for anyone who is presented with the problem of identifying and
dedling with negative spirit influence, whether they are a health professional, a service user
or aresearch scientist, this book presents a complementary .."
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