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The extraordinary story of the fight between two unequal forces, which ended in the 
withdrawal of the British from 26 countries.
Tom Barry was born in 1898. He fought on the Republican side of the Civil War and in the 
late 1930s was Chief of Staff for the IRA. He died in 1980.Seven weeks before the truce to 
the Anglo-Irish War of July, 1921, the British presence in County Cork consisted of 8,800 
front line infantry troops, 1,150 Black & Tan soldiers, 540 Auxiliaries, 2,080 machine gun 
corps, artillery and other unites -- a total of over 12,500 men. Against these British forces 
stood the Irish Republican Army whose "Flying Columns" never exceeded 310 riflemen in the 
whole of County Cork. Men, moreover, with "no experience of war. . . untrained in the use of 
arms. . . with no tactical training. . . practically unarmed. . . ". These "flying columns" were 
small groups of dedicated volunteers, severely commanded and disciplined. Constantly on 
the move, their paramount objective was merely to exist; to strike when conditions were 
favorable, to avoid disaster at all costs. In Guerilla Days in Ireland: A Personal Account of 
the Anglo-Irish War, which has been one of the classics of the Anglo-Irish War since its first 
publication in 1949, Tom Barry describes the setting up of the West Cork Flying Column, its 
training, and its plan of campaign. Guerilla Days in Ireland is the extraordinary story of the 
fight between two unequal forces, which ended in the withdrawal of the British from twenty-
six counties. In particular, it is the story of the West Cork Flying Column under Tom Barry, a 
commander of genius and a national hero. -- Midwest Book Review
Other Books
Remembering the Revolution, Remembering the Irish Revolution chronicles the ways in 
which the Irish revolution was remembered in the first two decades of Irish independence. 
While tales of heroism and martyrdom dominated popular accounts of the revolution, a 
handful of nationalists reflected on the period in more ambivalent terms. For them, the 
freedoms won in revolution came with great costs: the grievous loss of civilian lives, the 
brutalisation of Irish society, and the loss of hope for a united and prosperous independent 
nation. To many nationalists, their views on the revolution were traitorous. For others, they 
were the courageous expression of some uncomfortable truths. This volume explores these 
struggles over revolutionary memory through the lives of four significant, but under-
researched nationalist intellectuals: Eimar O'Duffy, P. S. O'Hegarty, George Russell, and 
Desmond Ryan. It provides a lively account of their controversial critiques of the Irish 
revolution, and an intimate portrait of the friends, enemies, institutions and influences that 
shaped them. Based on wide-ranging archival research, Remembering the Irish Revolution 
puts the history of Irish revolutionary memory in a transnational context. It shows the ways 
in which international debates about war, human progress, and the fragility of Western 
civilisation were crucial in shaping the understandings of the revolution in Ireland. It provides 
a fresh context for analysis the major writers of the period, such as Sean O'Casey, W. B. 
Yeats, and Sean O'Faolain, as well as a new outlook on the genesis of the revisionist/
nationalist schism that continues to resonate in Irish society today.
�����. Foley, C., Legion of the Rearguard: The IRA and the  Modern Irish  State (London, 
1992).  Foster , John Wilson, Fictions of the Irish Literary Revival: A Changling Art (Dublin, 
1987).  Foster ,  R.F. ,  Modern Ireland 1600–1972  (London, 1988)."
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