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Most Bible commentaries take us on a one-way trip from the twentieth century to the first 
century. But they leave us there, assuming that we can somehow make the return journey 
on our own. In other words, they focus on the original meaning of the passage but don't 
discuss its contemporary application. The information they offer is valuable--but the job is 
only half done! The NIV Application Commentary Series helps us with both halves of the 
interpretive task. This new and unique series shows readers how to bring an ancient 
message into modern context. It explains not only what the Bible means but also how it can 
speak powerfully today.

Gary M. Burge (PhD, King's College, Aberdeen University) is visiting professor of New 
Testament at Calvin Theological Seminary. Gary has authored a number of books, 
including Who Are God's People in the Middle East? What Christians Are Not Being Told 
About Israel and the Palestinians; John and Letters of John in the NIV Application 
Commentary series; The New Testament in Antiquity (coauthored with Gene Green); and 
the first three volumes in the Ancient Context, Ancient Faith series: The Bible and the Land, 
Jesus, the Middle Eastern Storyteller, and Encounters with Jesus. Gary specializes in the 
Middle East, its churches, and its history in the Hellenistic period.

Other Books
1 Corinthians (Teach the Text Commentary Series), The Teach the Text Commentary Series 
utilizes the best of biblical scholarship to provide the information a pastor needs to 
communicate the text effectively. The carefully selected preaching units and focused 
commentary allow pastors to quickly grasp the big idea and key themes of each passage 
of Scripture. Each unit of the commentary includes the big idea and key themes of the 
passage and sections dedicated to understanding, teaching, and illustrating the text. In his 
commentary on 1 Corinthians, Preben Vang shows how Paul's experience with the church in 
Corinth is so remarkably applicable to the church in a postmodern Western context, 
expertly translating the issues of Paul's day into our contemporary situation.
�����. The Teach the Text Commentary Series utilizes the best of biblical scholarship to 
provide the information a pastor needs to communicate the text effectively."
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