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What is narrative? How does it work and how does it shape our lives and the texts we 
read? H. Porter Abbott emphasizes that narrative is found not just in literature, film, and 
theater, but everywhere in the ordinary course of people's lives. This widely used 
introduction, now thoroughly revised, is informed throughout by recent developments in the 
field and includes two new chapters. With its lucid exposition of concepts and suggestions 
for further reading, this book is not only an excellent introduction for courses focused on 
narrative but also an invaluable resource for students and scholars across a wide range of 
fields, including literature and drama, film and media, society and politics, journalism, 
autobiography, history, and still others throughout the arts, humanities, and social 
sciences.
This thoroughly revised second edition of this widely used textbook takes recent 
developments in the field into account, and includes two new chapters. Organised to be 
used throughout a narrative studies course, it includes many textbook features, examples 
and suggestions for further reading.H. Porter Abbott is Professor Emeritus of English at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara.
Other Books
The Cambridge Introduction to British Poetry, 1945-2010, This book provides an overview 
of poetry from England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland from the postwar period 
through to the twenty-first century.
�����. This book provides an overview of poetry from England, Scotland, Wales, and 
Northern Ireland from the postwar period through to the twenty-first century."
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