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Greg Mortenson, the bestselling author of Three Cups of Tea, is a man who has built a 
global reputation as a selfless humanitarian and children's crusader, and he's been 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. But, as Jon Krakauer demonstrates in this extensively 
researched and penetrating book, he is not all that he appears to be. 
 
Based on wide-ranging interviews with former employees, board members, and others who 
have intimate knowledge of Mortenson and his charity, the Central Asia Institute, Three 
Cups of Deceit uncovers multiple layers of deception behind Mortenson's public image. Was 
his crusade really inspired by a desire to repay the kindness of villagers who nursed him 
back to health when he became lost on his descent down K2? Was he abducted and held 
for eight days by the Taliban? Has his charity built all of the schools that he has claimed? 
This book is a passionately argued plea for the truth, and a tragic tale of good intentions 
gone very wrong.
 
100% of Jon Krakauer's proceeds from the sale of Three Cups of Deceit will be donated to 
the "Stop Girl Trafficking" project at the American Himalayan Foundation (www.himalayan-
foundation.org/live/project/stopgirltrafficking).
Greg Mortenson is the bestselling author of Three Cups of Tea and Stones into Schools, a 
tireless advocate for improved education in impoverished areas of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, and the founder of the Central Asia Institute (CAI), a non-profit that builds 
schools in these areas. He's also, according to Jon Krakauer, not all that he appears to be. 
Krakauer is himself a bestselling author (Into the Wild, Into Thin Air), with a well-deserved 
reputation for penetrating nonfiction. Motivated by his own humanitarian concerns, and 
having donated considerable sums to CAI, Krakauer now applies his investigative skills to 
the unmasking of what he calls the "image of Mortenson that has been created for public 
consumption... an artifact born of fantasy, audacity, and an apparently insatiable hunger 
for esteem." Did Mortenson discover the village that inspired his crusade while wandering 
lost down K2? Was he abducted and held for eight days by the Taliban? Has he built all the 
schools that he has claimed? Tempered by Krakauer's fairly giving CAI credit where it's 
due, Three Cups of Deceit mounts an extensive, passionate exploration into these 
questions. --Jason KirkJon Krakauer is the author of eight books and has received an 
Academy Award in Literature from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. According 
to the award citation, "Krakauer combines the tenacity and courage of the finest tradition 
of investigative journalism with the stylish subtlety and profound insight of the born writer." 

www.jonkrakauer.com
Other Books
Germans on the Kenyan Coast, Diani, a coastal town on the Indian Ocean, is significantly 
defined by a large European presence that has spurred economic development and is 
also supported by close relationships between Kenyans and European immigrants and 
tourists. Nina Berman looks carefully at the repercussions that these economic and social 
interactions have brought to life on the Kenyan coast. She explores what happens when 
poorer and less powerful members of a community are forced to give way to profit-based 
real estate development, what it means when most of Diani's schools and water resources 
are supplied by funds from immigrants, and what the impact of mixed marriages is on 
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notions of kinship and belonging as well as the economy. This unique story about a small 
Kenyan town also recounts a wider tale of opportunity, oppression, resilience, exploitation, 
domination, and accommodation in a world of economic, political, and social change.
�����.  Three Cups of Deceit: How Greg Mortenson ,  Humanitarian Hero ,  Lost His Way . 
New York: Anchor, 2011. Krapf, Johann Ludwig. Reisen in Ostafrika, ausgeführt in den 
Jahren 1837–1855. 2 vols. Stuttgart: Brockhaus, 1964. Kumar, Ronald."
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