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Wanted: A bold adventurer who wants to travel the world from a comfortable and safe 
spot behind a desk that has seen the likes of kings and queens, paupers and princes. A 
humble book and rare manuscript shop seeks a keenly intelligent investigator to assist us in 
our search for things thought lost, and in our quest to return lost items to their rightful 
owners. 

Never an adventurer, no one was more surprised than Delaney Nichols when she packed 
her bags and moved halfway across the world to Edinburgh, Scotland to start a job at The 
Cracked Spine, a bookshop located in the heart of the city. Her new boss, Edwin 
MacAlister, has given her the opportunity of a lifetime, albeit a cryptic one, and Delaney 
can't wait to take her spot behind the desk. 

The Cracked Spine is filled with everything a book lover could want, each item as eclectic 
as the people who work there; the spirited and lovable Rosie, who always has tiny dog 
Hector in tow; Hamlet, a nineteen-year-old thespian with a colored past and bright future; 
and Edwin, who is just as enigmatic and mysterious as Delaney expected. An extra bonus 
is Tom the bartender from across the street, with his cobalt eyes, and a gentle brogue-and 
it doesn't hurt that he looks awfully good in a kilt. 

But before she can settle into her new life, a precious artifact goes missing, and Edwin's 
sister is brutally murdered. Never did Delaney think that searching for things lost could 
mean a killer, but if she's to keep her job, and protect her new friends, she'll need to learn 
the truth behind this Scottish tragedy.

PAIGE SHELTON had a nomadic childhood as her father's job as a football coach took the 
family to seven different towns before she was even twelve years old. After college at Drake 
University in Des Moines, Iowa, she moved to Salt Lake City where she thought she'd only 
stay a couple years, but she fell in love with the mountains and a great guy who became 
her husband. After many decades in Utah, she and her family recently moved to Arizona.
"Move over Claire Fraser; American bibliophile Delaney Nichols is about to take Scotland-
and legions of cozy mystery readers-by storm! As warm and inviting as a cup of tea and a 
serving of fresh-from-the-oven shortbread. Readers will fall in love with The Cracked 
Spine.
" -Ellery Adams, New York Times bestselling author of the Books By The Bay Mysteries

"Shelton pens a perfectly twisty-turny puzzler of a mystery in The Cracked Spine. With the 
engagingly bookish, amateur sleuth Delaney Nichols leading the way around the richly 
detailed city of Edinburgh, the reader is fully immersed in her world as she tries to expose 
the lies and deceptions that hide the brutal truth behind a murder. Full of wit and whimsy, 
with a clever plot and delightful characters, this mystery is a fantastic read!" -Jenn McKinlay, 
New York Times bestselling author of the Cupcake Mysteries

"A great read for book lovers, mystery seekers, and anyone who enjoys a determined new 
heroine. Sure to be a winning series." -Erika Chase, nationally bestselling author of Read 
and Buried
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"Kilts, killers, and a keen sleuth ... oh my! Ms. Shelton has crafted a foolproof plot, endearing 
characters, and prose that immediately transports readers to enchanting Edinburgh ... and 
leaves them eager for a return trip. Readers will be delighted with this new series." -Lucy 
Arlington, New York Times bestselling author of the Novel Idea Mysteries

"With a wee bit of the brogue, Paige Shelton weaves a Scottish tale of mystery and intrigue 
filled with a quirky cast of characters, including the clever Delaney Nichols, an American 
fish-out-of-water who believes in the magic of books. You will want to make repeat visits to 
The Cracked Spine." -Daryl Wood Gerber, nationally bestselling author of The Cookbook 
Nook Mysteries

Other Books
The Finisher, On the 50th anniversary of the publication of his first novel, Peter Lovesey, 
Mystery Writers of America Grand Master and titan of the British detective novel, returns to 
the subject of his very first mystery—running. Through a particularly ill-fated series of 
events, couch potato Maeve Kelly, an elementary school teacher whose mother always 
assured her “curvy” girls shouldn’t waste their time trying to be fit, has been forced to sign 
up for the Other Half, Bath’s springtime half marathon. The training is brutal, but she must 
disprove her mother and collect pledges for her aunt’s beloved charity. What Maeve 
doesn’t know is just how vicious some of the other runners are. Meanwhile, Detective Peter 
Diamond is tasked with crowd control on the raucous day of the race—and catches sight of 
a violent criminal he put away a decade ago, and who very much seems to be up to his 
old tricks now that he is paroled. Diamond’s hackles are already up when he learns that 
one of the runners never crossed the finish line and disappeared without a trace. Was 
Diamond a spectator to murder?
�����.  Peter Lovesey . SERGEANT CRIBB SERIES Wobble to Death The Tick of Death 
The  Detective  Wore Silk Drawers A Case of ...  Detective  Skeleton Hill  Diamond  Solitaire 
Stagestruck The Summons Cop to Corpse Bloodhounds  The Tooth Tattoo  Upon a ..."
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