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Marking the twenty-fifth anniversary of the first moon landing, two former astronauts tell of 
the intense human drama behind the lunar race between two superpowers, and of the 
sacrifices and risks asked of the American crew.
A revised edition of the New York Times bestselling classic: the epic story of the golden 
years of American space exploration, told by the men who rode the rockets.As one of the 
original seven Mercury astronauts, Alan Shepard (1923-1998) became the first American in 
space on May 5, 1961, and a decade later took, with his partner Edgar Mitchell, the longest 
walk-two miles-on the moon before hitting a golf ball for miles and miles across the lunar 
landscape. Another Mercury astronaut, Deke Slayton (1924-1993) was meant to be the 
second American in Earth orbit, but was grounded because of an irregular heartbeat. He 
stayed on at NASA to supervise his fellow astronauts and was returned to flight status in 
1972.  In 1975, after sixteen years as head of the astronaut office, Slayton made it into 
space for the historic first docking of an American and a Russian spacecraft, a step that 
was a long stride on the road to end the Cold War. Jay Barbree (b. 1933) is the author of 
eight books and has been NBC's space correspondent since the birth of NASA. He shared 
an Emmy Award for NBC's coverage of Apollo 11's first landing on the moon, and is a 
recipient of NASA's highest medal for Exceptional Public Service.
Other Books
Freedom 7, Inevitably, there are times in a nation’s history when its hopes, fears and 
confidence in its own destiny appear to hinge on the fate of a single person. One of these 
pivotal moments occurred on the early morning of May 5, 1961, when a 37-year-old test 
pilot squeezed himself into the confines of the tiny Mercury spacecraft that he had named 
Freedom 7. On that historic day, U.S. Navy Commander Alan Shepard carried with him the 
hopes, prayers, and anxieties of a nation as his Redstone rocket blasted free of the launch 
pad at Cape Canaveral, hurling him upwards on a 15-minute suborbital flight that also 
propelled the United States into the bold new frontier of human space exploration. This 
book tells the enthralling story of that pioeering flight as recalled by many of the 
participants in the Freedom 7 story, including Shepard himself, with anecdotal details and 
tales never before revealed in print. Although beaten into space just three weeks earlier by 
the Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, Alan Shepard’s history-making mission aboard 
Freedom 7 nevertheless provided America’s first tentative step into space that would one 
day see its Apollo astronauts – including Alan Shepard – walk on the Moon.
�����. 3 (MR-3), NASA Space Task Group, Langley Field, VA, 16 June 1961 Alan Shepard, 
Deke Slayton, Jay Barbree, Howard Benedict 1994  Moon Shot: The Inside Story of 
America's  Race to the Moon. Virgin Books, London, p. 113 3."
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