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A warm and witty saga about agribusiness, environmental activism, and community-from 
the celebrated author of My Year of Meats and A Tale for the Time Being

Yumi Fuller hasn't set foot in her hometown of Liberty Falls, Idaho-heart of the potato-
farming industry-since she ran away at age fifteen. Twenty-five years later, the prodigal 
daughter returns to confront her dying parents, her best friend, and her conflicted past, 
and finds herself caught up in an altogether new drama. The post-millennial farming 
community has been invaded by Agribusiness forces at war with a posse of activists, the 
Seeds of Resistance, who travel the country in a camping car, "The Spudnick," biofueled by 
pilfered McDonald's french-fry oil. Following her widely hailed, award-winning debut novel, 
My Year of Meats, Ruth Ozeki returns here to deliver a quirky cast of characters and a 
wickedly humorous appreciation of the foibles of corporate life, globalization, political 
resistance, youth culture, and aging baby boomers. All Over Creation tells a celebratory 
tale of the beauty of seeds, roots, and growth-and the capacity for renewal that resides 
within us all.
The three clans at once enabling and torturing each other in Ruth Ozeki's All Over 
Creation--the central Fuller family, the neighboring Quinns, and the rag-tag activist found-
family known as the "Seeds"--lift a basic morality play about forgiveness to a higher level. 
But what really gives All Over Creation its steam and sends it off in unexpected directions 
is the supporting story of modern mankind's crucial but tenuous connection to nature, set 
in this case on a potato farm in sleepy Idaho.
 Lloyd Fuller and his war-bride wife Momoko struggle to make their massive farm thrive. 
Teenage daughter Yumi, on the other hand, has no trouble blooming. She's a wild child, but 
a series of bad decisions lead to a protracted estrangement from her puritanical father. 
When, years later, the adult Yumi reluctantly returns to the farm with her three children to 
care for her ailing parents, she must confront the wreckage she left behind (and the 
wreckage she's made of her own life), while forging an uneasy peace with childhood friend 
Cass Quinn. Before long, the Fullers and the Quinns must also confront the radical 
environmentalist Seeds, who are convinced that dying Lloyd and delusional Momoko hold 
the key to propagating plant life on earth--and sidetracking the schemes of evil 
corporations--through smart farming. And they may be right. The abundant children on 
hand reinforce this theme of proper husbandry; they are, like nature, both a tremendous 
gift and a daunting responsibility. And while not every character--Yumi in particular--is 
likable, Ozeki, whose first novel was the funny and polemical My Year of Meats, provokes 
empathy through plain old humanity. Indeed, her ability to make us care deeply about the 
fate of these strangers is the book's most abiding grace. The story's conclusion takes 
some convenient outs, but the ride to the end is touching and terrific, thanks to the 
author's spare but elegant prose and, especially, her kaleidoscopic cast. --Kim Hughes, 
Amazon.ca
Advance Praise for Ruth Ozeki and All Over Creation: 
 "All Over Creation opens wider with every plot twist as it moves from tenderness to 
comedy to sobering truth and the whole world in the eye of one family's storm. This is 
Edward Abbey's Monkey Wrench Gang updated by thirty years, with modern 
environmental challenges on the map and women in the front seat, driving the story. 
Hooray, Ruth Ozeki rides again." -Barbara Kingsolver
 author of The Poisonwood Bible 
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 "Ruth Ozeki is bent on taking the novel into corners of American culture no one else has 
thought to look-but where she finds us in all our transcultural and technological weirdness. 
With a combination of humor and pathos that is all her own, All Over Creation brings the 
American pastoral forward into the age of agribusiness and genetic engineering. The result 
is a smart and compelling novel about a world we don't realize we live in."

 -Michael Pollan
author of The Botany of Desire 

 "Ruth Ozeki is a writer of great passion and purpose. She fearlessly tackles big issues, stirs 
up revolutions, and unveils truths with keen insight and humor that touches our hearts and 
opens our minds." -Gail Tsukiyama
author of The Samurai's Garden 

 "All Over Creation is a wholly original novel of amazing richness, a tapestry of zany 
characters who follow their own hearts and passions. With a natural storyteller's ability to 
communicate both the hilarious and profound, Ozeki writes about love and sex, 
bioengineering and social responsibility, deftly communicating her uncanny feel for the 
texture of contemporary American life." -Paula Sharp
 author of Crows Over a Wheatfield

Other Books
Risk Criticism, Risk Criticism is a study of literary and cultural responses to global 
environmental risk in an age of unfolding ecological catastrophe. In 2015, the Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists reset its iconic Doomsday Clock to three minutes to midnight, as close to 
the apocalypse as it has been since 1953. What pushed its hands was not just the threat 
of nuclear weapons, but also other global environmental risks that the Bulletin judged to 
have risen to the scale of the nuclear, including climate change and innovations in the life 
sciences. If we may once have believed that the end of days would come in a blaze of 
nuclear firestorm, we now suspect that the apocalypse may be much slower, creeping in 
as chemical toxins, climate change, or nano-technologies run amok. Taking inspiration from 
the questions raised by the Bulletin’s synecdochical “nuclear,” Risk Criticism aims to 
generate a hybrid form of critical practice that brings “nuclear criticism” into conversation 
with ecocriticism. Through readings of novels, films, theater, poetry, visual art, websites, 
news reports, and essays, Risk Criticism tracks the diverse ways in which environmental 
risks are understood and represented today.
�����. Judith Beth Cohen, “Bad Seeds,” review of  All Over Creation , Women's Review of 
Books 20.8 (May 2003): 6. 38. Streiffer and Hedmanm, “Political Import,” 193. 39. Michael 
Pollan, “Playing God in the Garden,” New York Times Magazine ..."
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