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"The men who came together to found the independent United States,” writes Edmund S.
Morgan, "either held slaves or were wiling to join hands with those who did." George
Washington, hero of the Revolution, was the master of several hundred slaves. Thomas
Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence, owned more than two hundred men,
women, and children while eloquently defending the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness. In this classic work, Edmund S. Morgan investigates the bond between slavery
and freedom that lies at the very heart of our nation. Through a meticulous history of
Virginia, from its earliest settlement through the seventeenth century boom in tobacco, the
gradual replacement of servitude with slavery, and the rise of republican ideology. Morgan
revedls the deep and interlocking relationship between these seemingly contradictory
ideas. Winner of the 1976 Francis Parkman Prize from the Society of American Historians,
American Slavery, American Freedom is now available in an exclusive HBC edition with a
new introduction from Eric Foner. ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Edmund S. Morgan is Sterling
Professor of History Emeritus at Yale University. He is the author of Inventing the People:
The Rise of Popular Sovereignty in England and America. winner of the Bancroft Prize. and.
most recently, of the best-seling Benjamin Franklin. Morgan was awarded the National
Humanities Medal in 2000.

Other Books

New Studies in the History of American Slavery. These essays, by some of the most
prominent young historians writing about slavery. fill gaps in our understanding of such
subjects as enslaved women, the Atlantic and internal slave trades, the relationships
between Indians and enslaved people, and enslavement in Latin America. Inventive and
stimulating. the essays model the blending of methods and styles that characterizes the
new cultural history of slavery's social, political. and economic systems. Several common
themes emerge from the volume, among them the correlation between race and identity:
the meanings contained in family and community relationships, gender, and life’s
commonplaces; and the literary and legal representations that legitimated and codified
enslavement and difference. Such themes signal methodological and pedagogical shifts in
the field away from master/slave or white/black race relations models toward
perspectives that give us deeper access to the mental universe of slavery. Topics of the
essays range widely, including European ideas about the reproductive capacities of
African women and the process of making race in the Atlantic world, the contradictions of
the assimilation of enslaved African American runaways into Creek communities, the
conseguences and meanings of death to Jamaican slaves and slave owners, and the
tensions between midwifery as a black cultural and spiritual institution and slave midwives
as health workers in a plantation economy. Opening our eyes to the personal, the
contentious, and even the intimate, these essays call for a history in which both enslaved
and enslavers acted in a vast human drama of bondage and freedom, salvation and
damnation. wealth and exploitation.
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