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This comprehensive, provocative text meaningfully examines ethical theories and their 
application to current issues, controversies, and professional scenarios in law, crime, and 
justice. It introduces students to the foundations of the study of ethics and morality; 
examines prominent moral and ethical themes, conflicts, and struggles in criminology and 
criminal justice; and explores the conceptual and practical value of key ethical concepts, 
principles, and arguments. This edition is extensively updated and revised for greater 
clarity, cohesiveness, and accessibility. An all-new chapter demonstrates practical 
application of normative frameworks to ethical dilemmas, and another largely new chapter 
introduces game theory, evolutionary psychology, and related concepts. Readers will find 
expanded discussions of social contract, cognitive neuroscience, Carol Gilligan's ethic of 
care, and much more. 

CHRISTOPHER R. WILLIAMS is an associate professor of criminology at the University of 
West Georgia.
Other Books
Criminology and Moral Philosophy, The book examines some of the most important forms 
of normativity and the relation between facts and values in the context of criminological 
investigation. In recent decades numerous criminologists have argued that criminology 
needs to be more explicitly concerned with normative considerations and with morality 
and this book explains the plausibility of that view and of empirically rigorous non-positivist 
study of moral values. Hume is often regarded as a key figure in separating facts from 
values and he was a formidable opponent of moral rationalism. Yet, in his own moral 
philosophy he sought to explicate the genuineness and authority of moral considerations 
without endorsing some implausible positivist interpretations of a putative fact/value 
distinction. The significance of Hume’s view and its implications for the empirical study of 
morality are explored. The book discusses several layers of normativity explored by 
criminological investigation including: The relation between law and morality the concept of 
the Rule of Law the normativity of the notion of criminality the justification of sanction the 
presence and significance of moral considerations This book will be of interest to students 
taking upper-level courses on criminal justice ethics, punishment, political theory, 
jurisprudence, and social philosophy.
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