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An epic narrative based on events in Berlin, Paris, London, and St. Petersburg during the 
first month of World War I
To many people, W.W.I seems like ancient history. To me, it is the most fascinating of wars. 
It is when the modern world began, or, in Barbara Tuchman's opinion, when the 19th 
Century ended. My late Great Uncle Jimmy, a Brit, joined the Army at the age of 16 by 
lying that he was 18 after being encouraged to do so by a recruiter. Where did they send 
him? To Ireland, to train horses for the cavalry! This was the same war that saw the debut 
of the airplane, submarine, tank, poison gas, machine gun, flamethrower, and hand 
grenade!

In this Pulitzer Prize-winning history, Tuchman writes about the turning point of the year 
1914--the month leading up to the war and the first month of the war. This was the last 
gasp of the Gilded Age, of Kings and Kaisers and Czars, of pointed or plumed hats, colored 
uniforms, and all the pomp and romance that went along with war. How quickly it all 
changed, and how horrible it became. Tuchman is masterful at portraying this abrupt 
change from 19th to 20th Century. And how she manages to make the story utterly 
suspenseful, when we already know the outcome, is the mark of a great writer, and a 
classic volume of history.

Doug Grad, Editor"More dramtatic than fiction...THE GUNS OF AUGUST is a magnificent 
narrative--beautifully organized, elegantly phrased, skillfully paced and sustained....The 
product of painstaking and sophisticated research."
CHICAGO TRIBUNE
Historian and Pulitzer Prize-winning author Barbara Tuchman has brought to life again the 
people and events that led up to Worl War I. With attention to fascinating detail, and an 
intense knowledge of her subject and its characters, Ms. Tuchman reveals, for the first time, 
just how the war started, why, and why it could have been stopped but wasn't. A classic 
historical survey of a time and a people we all need to know more about, THE GUNS OF 
AUGUST will not be forgotten.
Other Books
Stilwell and the American Experience in China, Barbara W. Tuchman won her second 
Pulitzer Prize for this nonfiction masterpiece—an authoritative work of history that recounts 
the birth of modern China through the eyes of one extraordinary American. General 
Joseph W. Stilwell was a man who loved China deeply and knew its people as few 
Americans ever have. Barbara W. Tuchman’s groundbreaking narrative follows Stilwell from 
the time he arrived in China during the Revolution of 1911, through his tours of duty in Peking 
and Tientsin in the 1920s and ’30s, to his return as theater commander in World War II, 
when the Nationalist government faced attack from both Japanese invaders and 
Communist insurgents. Peopled by warlords, ambassadors, and missionaries, this classic 
biography of the cantankerous but level-headed “Vinegar Joe” sparkles with Tuchman’s 
genius for animating the people who shaped history. Praise for Stilwell and the American 
Experience in China “Tuchman’s best book . . . so large in scope, so crammed with 
information, so clear in exposition, so assured in tone that one is tempted to say it is not a 
book but an education.”—The New Yorker “The most interesting and informative book on 
U.S.–China relations . . . a brilliant, lucid and authentic account.”—The Nation “A fantastic and 
complex story finely told.”—The New York Times Book Review
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