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These two 1985 volumes provide a translation of the philosophical works of Descartes, 
based on the best available Latin and French texts. They are intended to replace the only 
reasonably comprehensive selection of his works in English, by Haldane and Ross, first 
published in 1911. All the works included in that edition are translated here, together with a 
number of additional texts crucial for an understanding of Cartesian philosophy, including 
important material from Descartes' scientific writings. The result should meet the 
widespread demand for an accurate and authoritative edition of Descartes' philosophical 
writings in clear and readable modern English.
A completely new translation of the works of Descartes is intended to replace the Haldane 
and Ross edition, first published in 1911. All material from that edition is translated here, with 
a number of other texts crucial for understanding Cartesian philosophy.These two volumes 
provide a completely new translation of the philosophical works of Descartes, based on the 
best available Latin and French texts.
Other Books
How to Misunderstand Kierkegaard, This book is an attempt to write about Kierkegaard’s 
philosophy in the style of Kierkegaard’s philosophy: energetic, playful, free spirited, 
surprising, and joyous. It is a deliberately crumby book in the sense that it seeks out the 
fragments, scraps, and crumbs of philosophical arguments that are generally ignored or 
swept away, like so much rubbish, but that are actually the most interesting parts of the 
meal. The Anti-Assistant-Professor Method that this book follows adopts Kierkegaard’s 
many excellent jokes about assistant professors as a guide to how not to write about 
Kierkegaard’s philosophy; specifically: • Don’t cease to be human. • Don’t be a parasite, 
merely feeding off other people’s creations and never creating anything new. • Don’t 
reduce or simplify or systematize Kierkegaard’s ideas in order to make life easier for 
everyone (because that was never the point). • Don’t kill Kierkegaard’s philosophy by 
lecturing on it, thereby turning it into a collection of dead ideas for nonhumans rather than 
subjective truths that need to be lived. Following these guidelines, the book attempts to 
extend and amplify some of Kierkegaard’s most important ideas in a way that combats 
the persistent problem of nihilism—a disease that even Kierkegaard succumbed to at the 
end of his life.
�����. Descartes, René. Discourse on the Method. Translated by John Cottingham, Robert 
Stoothoff and Dugald Murdoch. In  The Philosophical Writings of Descartes ,  volume 1 , 111–
76. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985. ———."
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