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A longtime member of organized crime recounts his criminal career, his involvement in the 
six-million dollar Lufthansa robbery, and his decision to become a federal witness
Nicholas Pileggi is the bestselling author of Wiseguy, Casino, and Blye: Private Eye. He lives 
in New York.This is a riveting account of organized crime as a way of life. The 
"wiseguy" (mob parlance for a street-level hoodlum) is Henry Hill, 30-year veteran of a 
Brooklyn strong-arm branch of the Luchese crime family, who turned against and helped 
convict his former associates five years ago and entered the Federal Witness Protection 
Program. Pileggi, a crime reporter for New York writing here with Hill's cooperation, does a 
superb job of re-creating the gangster's career, from his early days as an errand boy (at 
12) to racketeer Paulie Vario in Brooklyn's BrownsvilleEast New York section, to his pivotal 
roles in a Boston College point-shaving scandal and the $6-million Lufthansa heist at 
Kennedy Airport in 1978. Hill's story becomes an extraordinary vantage on a demimonde 
that lives a high, violent, score-to-score life in which car theft, hijacking-to-order, credit-card 
scams, cigarette smuggling, and other hustles and schemes are as workaday as 9-to-5 at 
the office. Literary Guild featured alternate. Foreign rights: Sterling Lord. January 30
Copyright 1985 Reed Business Information, Inc.
Other Books
Mafias on the Move, "A compelling read and an impeccable work of reference."—John le 
Carré Organized crime is spreading like a global virus as mobs take advantage of open 
borders to establish local franchises at will. That at least is the fear, inspired by stories of 
Russian mobsters in New York, Chinese triads in London, and Italian mafias throughout the 
West. As Federico Varese explains in this compelling and daring book, the truth is more 
complicated. Varese has spent years researching mafia groups in Italy, Russia, the United 
States, and China, and argues that mafiosi often find themselves abroad against their will, 
rather than through a strategic plan to colonize new territories. Once there, they do not 
always succeed in establishing themselves. Varese spells out the conditions that lead to 
their long-term success, namely sudden market expansion that is neither exploited by local 
rivals nor blocked by authorities. Ultimately the inability of the state to govern economic 
transformations gives mafias their opportunity. In a series of matched comparisons, 
Varese charts the attempts of the Calabrese 'Ndrangheta to move to the north of Italy, 
and shows how the Sicilian mafia expanded to early twentieth-century New York, but failed 
around the same time to find a niche in Argentina. He explains why the Russian mafia failed 
to penetrate Rome but succeeded in Hungary. In a pioneering chapter on China, he 
examines the challenges that triads from Taiwan and Hong Kong find in branching out to 
the mainland. Based on ground-breaking field work and filled with dramatic stories, this 
book is both a compelling read and a sober assessment of the risks posed by 
globalization and immigration for the spread of mafias.
�����.  Wiseguy :  Life in a mafia family . London: Corgi Books. ———. 1996. Casino: Love and 
honor in Las Vegas. London: Corgi Books. Pistone, Joseph D., with Charles Brant. 2007. 
Donnie Brasco: Unfinished business. Philadelphia: Running Press ..."
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