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New York Times Bestseller

The renowned and beloved New York Times bestselling author of An Altar in the World and 
Learning to Walk in the Dark recounts her moving discoveries of finding the sacred in 
unexpected places while teaching the world's religions to undergraduates in rural Georgia, 
revealing how God delights in confounding our expectations. 

Barbara Brown Taylor continues her spiritual journey begun in Leaving Church of finding 
out what the world looks like after taking off her clergy collar. In Holy Envy, she 
contemplates the myriad ways other people and traditions encounter the Transcendent, 
both by digging deeper into those traditions herself and by seeing them through her 
students' eyes as she sets off with them on field trips to monasteries, temples, and 
mosques.  

Troubled and inspired by what she learns, Taylor returns to her own tradition for guidance, 
finding new meaning in old teachings that have too often been used to exclude religious 
strangers instead of embracing the divine challenges they present. Re-imagining some 
central stories from the religion she knows best, she takes heart in how often God chooses 
outsiders to teach insiders how out-of-bounds God really is.

Throughout Holy Envy, Taylor weaves together stories from the classroom with reflections 
on how her own spiritual journey has been complicated and renewed by connecting with 
people of other traditions-even those whose truths are quite different from hers.  The one 
constant in her odyssey is the sense that God is the one calling her to disown her version 
of God-a change that ultimately enriches her faith in other human beings and in God.

 

New York Times bestselling author Barbara Brown Taylor tackles the questions, worries, 
and concerns that arise when we encounter "difference" and "others." This is not a primer 
on religions; instead, she explores what is opened and what is revealed when we accept 
the invitation to investigate all the wonder before us. Here we learn not only that God's 
preferred language is driven by curiosity and specializes in questions, but we also discover 
the spiritual riches God can teach us from the faith of others.

Barbara Brown Taylor is the author of thirteen books, including the New York Times 
bestseller An Altar in the World and Leaving Church, which received an Author of the Year 
award from the Georgia Writers Association. Taylor is the Butman Professor of Religion at 
Piedmont College, where she has taught since 1998. She lives on a working farm in rural 
northeast Georgia with her husband, Ed.

Other Books
Native, Native is about identity, soul-searching, and the never-ending journey of finding 
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ourselves and finding God. As both a citizen of the Potawatomi Nation and a Christian, 
Kaitlin Curtice offers a unique perspective on these topics. In this book, she shows how 
reconnecting with her Potawatomi identity both informs and challenges her faith. Curtice 
draws on her personal journey, poetry, imagery, and stories of the Potawatomi people to 
address themes at the forefront of today's discussions of faith and culture in a positive and 
constructive way. She encourages us to embrace our own origins and to share and listen 
to each other's stories so we can build a more inclusive and diverse future. Each of our 
stories matters for the church to be truly whole. As Curtice shares what it means to 
experience her faith through the lens of her Indigenous heritage, she reveals that a vibrant 
spirituality has its origins in identity, belonging, and a sense of place.
�����.  Richard Rohr ,  Simplicity: The Freedom of Letting Go  (New York: Crossroad, 1991), 
76. 2.  Richard  Wagamese, One Story, One Song (Vancouver: Douglas & McIntyre, 2011), 84. 
Native is about identity , soul - searching , and."
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